U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney

District of Idaho
WENDY J. OLSON, United States Attorney Washington Group Plaza IV
RAFAEL M. GONZALEZ, JR., First Assistant United States Attorney 800 E. Park Blvd., Suite 600
AARON N. LUCOFF, Criminal Chief Boise ID 83712-7788
SYRENA C. HARGROVE, Civil Chief (208) 334-1211

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ON October 19, 2011

CONTACT: PAMELA BEARG
Public Information Officer
James M. Peters
Assistant United States Attorney
(208) 208-334-1211

ILLINOIS MAN SENTENCED FOR ATTEMPTED ENTICEMENT OF IDAHO MINOR

BOISE - Michael Lee Stewart, 36, of Mahomet, Illinois, was sentenced this morning to
120 months in prison, U.S. Attorney Wendy J. Olson announced. Chief U.S. District Judge B.
Lynn Winmill also ordered Stewart to serve 25 years of supervised release and attend sex
offender treatment. Stewart pleaded guilty to attempted enticement of a minor in June 2011.

According to the plea agreement, the investigation into Stewart began in early December
2010, when family members of a 15-year-old Boise girl reported to Boise Police that the girl had
struck up an inappropriate online relationship with Stewart. In a conversation between the girl
and Stewart in November 2010, the girl indicated she was 15 years old. Over time, Stewart's
online relationship with the girl became more and more personal. Stewart bought the girl a flute
and mailed it to her, and sent her gift cards to buy personal items. On November 30, 2010, while
chatting online, Stewart and the girl discussed the possibility of meeting and described how their
conversations were making him sexually aroused. He described sexual acts he would like to
perform on the girl.

After it was reported to Boise Police, Stewart continued for the next three months to
regularly send messages over the Internet and by cellular telephone from Illinois to Idaho. The
messages included language expressing a desire to have a sexual relationship with the girl.

Over time, Stewart spoke of having the girl come to see him. Stewart eventually bought a
plane ticket for the girl to travel from Boise to Indianapolis, Indiana, to arrive on March 3, 2011.
That evening, a female undercover officer, posing as the girl, called Stewart and told him she was
in the Denver airport en route to Indianapolis. Stewart said he would pick her up at the airport.
Investigators verified that Stewart checked into a hotel where he had made reservations for a one
night stay, requesting a room with a Jacuzzi.



Stewart was waiting at the Indianapolis airport on March 3, 2011, when the plane arrived.
Investigators saw him watch the passengers deplane. After the girl did not get off the plane,
Stewart went to the ticket agent and said he was supposed to pick up a minor. At that point, law
enforcement officers contacted Stewart. Stewart was later interviewed.

Investigators obtained a search warrant for the hotel room Stewart rented. Inside they
found the room stocked with condoms, lubricant, a bottle of wine, two wine glasses, jewelry, a
bra and panties, and a bathrobe. Investigators also found a lap top computer, a cell phone, and a
digital camera.

Stewart was transported to Idaho in March to face federal criminal charges. He waived
indictment and was charged in a two count information filed with the court on May 26, 2011. As
part of his plea agreement, Stewart agreed to forfeit items used in the offense, including the
computer, camera and telephone.

The case was investigated by the Idaho Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force
(ICAC), United States Postal Inspection Service, the Boise Police Department, and the Idaho Sex
Offender Watch Task Force, in conjunction with U.S. Attorney's Offices for the Southern District
of Indiana and the Central District of Illinois.

Olson praised the cooperative efforts of the agencies involved in the investigation.
"Protecting our children from sexual predators is a top law enforcement priority," said Olson.
"Mr. Stewart is being severely and appropriately punished for his criminal conduct. This case
exemplifies the cooperative efforts of law enforcement agencies across multiple jurisdictions. We
will work together to protect our children."

This case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative to
combat the growing epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse launched in May 2006, by
the Department of Justice. Led by U.S. Attorneys' Offices and the Criminal Division's Child
Exploitation and Obscenity Section (CEOS), Project Safe Childhood marshals federal, state and
local resources to better locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals who exploit children, as
well as to identify and rescue victims. For more information about Project Safe Childhood,
please visit www.projectsafechildhood.gov.
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